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Connectional Lay Council Quadrennial Theme:

“Fortifying Our Faith While Focusing on Our Future Through:

Worship, Leadership, Discipleship and Stewardship”
    Name of Church:                               A. M. E. Zion Church

    Name:                                                , Local President

    Name:                                                , Pastor

Order of Worship

Organ Prelude (The congregation in devout meditation)

Procession          

Call to Worship
     

O come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us make a joyful noise to Him with psalms. For the LORD is the great God, And the great King above all gods.

Invocation 


        



Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires know, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ the Lord.! Amen.

Choral Response     
                                 
Hymn of Praise          
    “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”          

Responsive Reading     


The Gloria Patri

 

The Apostles’ Creed or An Affirmation of Faith (Formerly Laity Creed)
Scripture Lesson 

   
   Prayer
                                                                     
   Choral Response

   Ministry of Kindness
      
   Announcements (Read brief Lay Council Centennial History during Announcements)
   Introduction of Speaker                                      

   Selection         

   The Lay Message (Focus on Stewardship-Minister or A.M.E. Zion Lay Person)
   Hymn of Invitation/Invitation to Christian Discipleship

 Altar Prayer/Rededication of Laity (Renewal of Church Membership/Baptism Vows)
  Lay Sunday Offering Appeal


  
   

  Tithes & Offerings (Tithes/Regular and Special Connectional Lay Council Offering)
  Offertory Response
  Recessional Hymn 


“Onward Christian Laity”

  Lay Council Closing Prayer:   Oh God, our Father, pour out your    

  steadfast love upon us and keep us in your care, now and forever 

  more. Amen.
*******************

The Affirmation for Laity

We the Active Members of the Connectional Lay Council do solemnly believe, and firmly advocate, and admirably support the following affirmation of Lay Operation.

· We endorse and need an articulate Self Purpose 

· We endorse and need open minds, a faith in Christian Religion 

· We endorse and need people who understand all sides to questions, for herein is wisdom 

· We endorse and need human decency, good manners, humor and compassion, for each must be considered as blessed as we 

· We endorse and need openness, truthfulness and honesty 

· We endorse and need courage to stand for each creedal, it is our rock of affirmation 

Our mission thus remains as stated that of actively involving more people for Peace, Justice, Christian Teaching and Living for the Brotherhood of Man, Under the Fatherhood of God, and the Leadership of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.
GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH

THEME HYMN

1.  Guide me, O Thou great Je-ho-vah, Pil-grim thro’ this bar-ren land; 
     I am weak, but Thou art might-y, Hold me with Thy power-ful hand;

     Bread of heav-en, Feed me ‘til I want no more;

     Bread of heav-en, Feed me ‘til I want no more.

2.  O-pen now the crys-tal foun-tain, Whence the heal-ing waters flow;

     Let the fi-rey, cloud-y pil-lar Lead me all my jour-ney through;

     Strong De-liv-erer, Be Thou still my Strength and Shield;

     Strong De-liv-erer, Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, Bid my anx-ious fears sub-side; 

    Bear me through the swell-ing cur-rent, Land me safe on Ca-naan’s side;

    Songs of praises, I will ev-er give to Thee;

    Songs of praises, I will ev-er give to Thee.
*******************************************

Onward Christian Laity

I.  

   Onward Christian Laity; Working side by side,
    Pray God’s blessings on us, And our feet to guide.

    Love our neighbor and forgive; Lend a helping hand,

    Never be too proud to serve God and our fellow-man.

II.

    Onward Christian Laity; Working hard for God,
    We must tread the same path, that Our Savior trod. 
    We must bear our crosses, But continue on,
    Knowing at the judgment, We’ll receive our crown.

REFRAIN

    Onward Christian Laity; Working side by side,
    Pray God’s blessings on us, and our feet to guide.

    * To the tune of “Onward Christian Soldiers”
    Words by Charlotte Riggins

    New Jersey Conference
Responsive Reading

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager

Luke 16:1-13 (NRSV)

LEADER: Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.

CONGREGATION: So he summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give me an account of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.”

LEADER: Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg.

CONGREGATION: I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.

LEADER: So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much do you owe my master?” He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, “And how much do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.”

CONGREGATION: And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.

LEADER: And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

ALL: “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own?

Litany for Rededication of Laity 

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
Lay Leader:   As Laity of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we Rededicate ourselves to serve God, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and humanity.

Laity:  By deepening our Spiritual Life. 

Lay Leader:   As Laity of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we Rededicate ourselves to disseminate information.

Laity:  By gathering and sharing information about our heritage, traditions, and the mission of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.

Lay Leader:   As Laity of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we Rededicate ourselves to be true to God and our denomination.

LAITY:  By cultivating our loyalty to God and The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 

LAY LEADER:   As Laity of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we Rededicate ourselves to expand our denomination.   

LAITY:  We are committed to expanding our denomination through education of ourselves and others; by evangelizing to the unsaved and promoting any other interest of the Kingdom of God. 

Lay Leader:   Today we Rededicate ourselves to the objectives and purpose of the Connectional Lay Council of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 

LAITY:  Today, we Rededicate ourselves to be faithful to God, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and to the mission of the Church of Christ universal to make disciples.

Announcements

Over the years, the Connectional Lay Council has financially supported many great causes in the A.M.E. Zion Church. After an affirmative vote from the Connectional Lay Council Executive Board, we are pleased to offer The Harriet Tubman Home as the recipient of the 2016 Lay Sunday offerings.  





The financial goal for the 2016 Lay Sunday offerings is $50,000.  To reach our goal we are asking everyone that can and will, to give a $20 sacrificial offering whenever you celebrate Lay Sunday in your local church.  The logic is to give twenty dollars in honor and recognition of Harriet Tubman gracing the face of the twenty dollar bill in the year of 2020.  Lest we forget, let me remind you that Harriet Tubman was a lay person. In accordance with II Corinthians 9:7, let us give cheerfully to this Lay Sunday Offering Appeal.  





These funds will be donated for the Harriet Tubman National Historical Park. Attorney General Loretta Lynch’s recent designation of the Harriet Tubman Home as a national park will mark the first time in U.S. history that a national park has been established honoring an African-American woman.


Please make all checks payable to the Connectional Lay Council and mail to Connection Lay Council PO Box 26770 Charlotte, NC 28221-6770.








