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          Connectional Lay Council Quadrennial Theme:  The Freedom
            Church:  Refocusing on our Purpose, 
     Reviewing our Practices, 
     Retooling our People,
 				     Reaching our Potential

	(Church Name) A. M. E. Zion Church
               (Name) Local Lay Council President
                (Name) Pastor




LAY SUNDAY 2020
 Virtual Order of Worship

Call To Worship: 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing. Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and bless his name. For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.

Invocation 

Choral Response – “Into My Heart”

Morning Hymn – #“Are You Able, Said the Master” – Vocal or Instrumental Solo/or Recording

Responsive Reading 
Ephesians 6:10-17, 24.25 NRSV
“Spiritual Equipment to Prepare for Service in Kingdom Building”

Leader: 	Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.
People:	Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

Leader: 	For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
People: 	Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

Leader: 	Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness.
People:	As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.

Leader: 	 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
People:	Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Leader:	Peace be to the whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
All:		Grace be with all who have an undying love for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Affirmation of Faith                                                   The Apostle’s Creed

Affirmation for Laity 
We the Active Members of the Connectional Lay Council do solemnly believe, and firmly advocate, and admirably support the following affirmation of Lay Operation.
· We endorse and need an articulate Self Purpose 
· We endorse and need open minds, a faith in Christian Religion 
· We endorse and need people who understand all sides to questions, for herein is wisdom 
· We endorse and need human decency, good manners, humor and compassion, for each must be considered as blessed as we 
· We endorse and need openness, truthfulness and honesty 
· We endorse and need courage to stand for each creedal, it is our rock of affirmation 
Our mission thus remains as stated that of actively involving more people for Peace, Justice, Christian Teaching and Living for the Brotherhood of Man, Under the Fatherhood of God, and the Leadership of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.

Scripture Lessons
	Old Testament:  Psalm 139:1-18
Gloria Petri
	New Testament:  John 10:1-10
The Morning Prayer 
Ministry of Music: “The Lord Is My Light” – Vocal or Instrumental Solo/or Recording

The Giving of Tithes & Offerings 
	The Lay Sunday Appeal
Offertory

Announcements
Ministry of Music: “My Whole Life I Give to You” (Luther Barnes) – Vocal or Instrumental Solo/or Recording
The Message 
Invitation to Christ Discipleship/ Hymn of Invitation – #433 “I Am Thine, O Lord”
Rededication of Laity –   “Litany for Rededication of Laity”
Lay Council Closing Prayer:   Oh God, our Father, pour out your steadfast love upon us and keep us in your care, now and forever more. Amen.


LAY SUNDAY OFFERING APPEAL

The recipient of the Lay Sunday offering is the Connectional Lay Council; to establish an educational endowed scholarship (CLC Lay Leadership Endowed Scholarship) with Hood Theological Seminary. The endowment will provide annual scholarships for AME Zion Church lay leaders to attend Hood Theological Seminary. As a theological seminary, Hood provides for the church an educational community in which Christian maturity and ministerial preparation take place together. It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can sincerely try to help another without helping himself. Ralph Waldo Emerson

Our Connectional financial goal for the 2020 Lay Sunday offering is $50,000. With your generous financial support it does not yet appear the difference CLC can make in the life of Zion.  Support the lay leader scholarship with your financial gift. Let us all embrace the scripture according to II Corinthians 9:7 and give cheerfully in support of the Lay Sunday Offering Appeal. We want to continue our tradition of giving to bless the AME Zion Church Lay Leadership through the Lay Sunday offerings. 

Please make all checks payable to the CLC and mail to Connectional Lay Council PO Box 26770 Charlotte, NC 28221-6770. Additionally, you may give through the cash app ($clcamez) or Givelify (Connectional Lay Council AME Zion Church). Thank you for supporting the ministry of the Connectional Lay Council.

*****************

ONWARD CHRISTIAN LAITY

I.  Onward Christian Laity; Working side by side,
    Pray God’s blessings on us, And our feet to guide.
    Love our neighbor and forgive; Lend a helping hand,
    Never be too proud to serve God and our fellow-man.

II. Onward Christian Laity; Working hard for God,
    We must tread the same path, that Our Savior trod. 
    We must bear our crosses, But continue on,
    Knowing at the judgment, We’ll receive our crown.

REFRAIN
    Onward Christian Laity; Working side by side,
    Pray God’s blessings on us, and our feet to guide.

    * To the tune of “Onward Christian Soldiers”
    Words by Charlotte Riggins, New Jersey Conference
LITANY FOR REDEDICATION OF LAITY 
THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH


LAY LEADER:   As Laity of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we REDEDICATE OURSELVES to serve God, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and humanity.

LAITY:  By deepening our Spiritual Life. 

LAY LEADER:   As Laity of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we REDEDICATE OURSELVES to disseminate information.

LAITY:  By gathering and sharing information about our heritage, traditions, and the mission of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.

LAY LEADER:   As Laity of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we REDEDICATE OURSELVES to be true to God and our denomination.

LAITY:  By cultivating our loyalty to God and The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 

LAY LEADER:   As Laity of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, we REDEDICATE OURSELVES to expand our denomination.   

LAITY:  We are committed to expanding our denomination through education of ourselves and others; by evangelizing to the unsaved and promoting any other interest of the Kingdom of God. 

LAY LEADER:   Today we REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO the objectives and purpose of the Connectional Lay Council of The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 

ALL:  Today, we REDEDICATE OURSELVES to be faithful to God, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and to the mission of the Church of Christ universal to make disciples.
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