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A Word From Our International PresidentDr. Mary J. Matthews


[image: ]Greetings!
Grace and peace to you in the most precious name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. I hope you have taken advantage of the study material produced by the CLC Education committee in your study of the first component of the CLC Quadrennial Theme as well as the Local Church Practical Guide for developing and maintaining effective Lay Councils in the local church.  The Facilitator’s Guide with the three remaining components will be available for purchase in July. Whether you serve as a local, district, or conference officer, you and the work that you do matter to the Connectional Lay Council. Through the publications of the Education committee, and other study material. I am committed to helping you perform at your best in serving and teaching the masses in our beloved Zion. 

We need to create an atmosphere of empowerment within our local churches. Our common book of reading “Empowered to Serve” can help to empower lay leaders and the laity in service to God.  This book and other study material can be purchase through the CLC office. 

Thank you for being a part of the Connectional Lay Council ministry. 
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Lay Council Comes Alive in Western West Africa Episcopal District

By Chorlaw Kofi Atsyor

The first Indigenous resident bishop of the A.M.E Zion Church, Western West Africa Episcopal District (WWAED), Bishop Hilliard Dela Dogbe has initiated steps to encourage the formation, promotion and sustenance of the Connectional Lay Council (CLC) at the Local and District level in the WWAED. This has been demonstrated by the inauguration of the Lay Council Board, appointment of the Regional Director of the CLC-WWAED, inclusion of the lay academy at the International Pastors and Leaders Conference (IPALC) and the attendance of delegates at the Lay Council Convention in Knoxville, Tennessee to mention a few. Life Members & Zion Club 100
Eastern West Africa Episcopal District

[image: ]
It’s in this vein, this year’s Lay Council Academy at the IPALC was climaxed by the stoling and installation of life members of the CLC as well as the inauguration ZION CLUB 100 and pinning of its life members. 
[image: ]


Out of the eighty life members, thirty-four people were present to be installed as life members and eighteen of them were pinned as ZION CLUB 100 members. President Mary J. Matthews showed great support of Zion CLUB 100 by the paying of membership dues to become a member. ZION CLUB 100 which is an affiliate to the CLC, is a group of people who are committed and consistent to contribute to specific projects and initiatives to enhance the growth of the AME Zion Church in the WWAED. They will also serve as an advisory group for the Bishop on special initiatives. Members of ZION CLUB 100 are automatically Life Members of the CLC. 
[image: ]
This year’s Lay Council Academy at IPALC was graced by the presence of Dr. Mary J. Matthews, International President of the Connectional Lay Council. The Conference was on the 
theme “REVIEWING OUR PRACTICES THROUGH FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP.” It was held from the 3rd of April to the 7th of April, 2018 at the Pentecost Convention Centre, Gomoa Fete in the Central Region of Ghana. The conference attracted over 250 pastors and leaders from WWAED, East Africa, USA, UK and other denominations in Ghana. Dr. Mary Matthews acknowledged that the number of life members installed at the event as a historic feat and the establishment of the Zion Club 100 as an innovative move. 
[image: ][image: ]
In her keynote address, the International Lay Council President, Dr. Matthews spoke on the topic “USING MY GOD GIVEN PURPOSE TO BRING OTHERS TO CHRIST.” She pointed out that the laity served in many ways to help the church reach out to the world and spread the good news of Jesus Christ and God’s love.  “The lay persons in a church have been referred to as the backbone that makes the mission of the church possible. The church would be pretty limited in its mission and ministry with only clergy members and the pastor. Simply because their numbers are far less than those of the laity, the laity working with the pastor’s leadership and vision is what makes the church’s ministry successful and fruitful.” Lawrence Kofi Atsyor, Regional Director


Dr. Matthews pointed out that it is the laity who serve on the various boards or in leadership roles that are essential for the church to exist. She described as unfortunate the situation where there are still many lay people who do not take the church seriously, or they fail to understand that “our first priority is to serve God and his church, adding that the word of God clearly tells us “to seek ye first the kingdom of God.” (Matt. 6:33) 
She reminded the members of their obligation, to know their identity in Christ Jesus and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion church. “You must take the time to learn the creeds and doctrines of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion church, so that you will have a better understanding of what you really believe: about God, about Jesus Christ, about the faith, and about the way your church operates in its service to God.” 
 
The Regional Director of the Lay Council, WWAED, Mr. Lawrence Kofi Atsyor in his presentation on the Organization of Lay Council at the Local and the District Levels, stressed on the need to actualize the mission of the Lay Council which is: Prepare and equip laity for life discipleship and maintain a ministry that evangelize, encourage and edify laity. He also appealed to pastors to conduct series of lay academies to motivate the members to understand the central role of the laity in church growth and ultimately winning more people into the Kingdom building business.
[image: ]Bishop Hilliard Dogbe

In his remarks, the Rt. Reverend Hilliard Dogbe asked the laity to take an active part in all church activities and adopt a team work approach in planning and executing church programmes to support the clergy and to implement programmes which will result in Kingdom building. 
[image: ]He stressed the need to adopt a progressive agenda that will ensure the A.M.E. Zion church and other churches impact positively on the socio-economic empowerment of the communities the churches are situated.Dr. Mary Matthews receives beautiful gifts from Bishop Dogbe & Mrs. Dogbe.



[bookmark: _Hlk516382192][image: ]The CLC life members and the ZION CLUB 100 members were treated to a dinner where the International President was presented and decorated with gifts of beads and sashes in the lay council colors (Black and Gold). Alex Bonney, Board of Lay Activities Chairman


Mr. Alex Bonney, Chairman of the Board of Lay Activities who did the presentation said the gifts were in recognition of her good leadership roles and for honoring the invitation to be part of the WWAED Lay Council Convocation. Bishop Dogbe used the opportunity to congratulate the life members and the ZION CLUB 100 members and encouraged them to work hard in partnership with the clergy for the growth of the church.
Present at the dinner were:  Bishop Hilliard Dogbe, Missionary Supervisor Cynthia Dogbe, Dr. Mary J. Matthews, Bishop’s deputies Rev. Seth Coleman, Rev. Emmanuel Johnson of Ghana and Liberia regions respectively, Board of Lay Activities chairman, conference lay council presidents, guests from the U.S.A. and East Africa, presiding elders and some pastors. God be praised for the very successful WWAED lay convocation.
****************

NEWS FROM YOUR FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  CLC.FVP@gmail.com
[image: ]

Greetings 
My Family in Zion!
[image: WJR]Are You Equipped and Empowered to Serve? The Connectional Lay Council is planning the 6th Evangelistic Retreat just for you!  The Evangelistic theme is “Equipped and Empowered to Serve”. The Retreat is being held Friday-Saturday, October 5th & 6th, 2018 at the Dorothy Walls Conference and Retreat Center, Black Mountain, North Carolina. We are excited and delighted to have the Reverend Dr. Otis McMillan; the Reverend Dr. Brian Thompson and the Reverend Dr. Kenneth Q. James as our lead presenters.  Dr. Joyce Edwards, Education Chairperson along with the Education Committee are preparing a presentation on the next component of our quadrennial theme: “Reviewing our Practices”.  Leondras “Lele” Davis,
 Retreat Chairperson



The Retreat includes the Welcome Reception, Freedom Breakfast, and Empowerment Luncheon. Mrs. Dottie Stevens, Young Adult Chairperson (YAI) is meeting to encourage young adults across the AME Zion Church to attend and learn what the Connectional Lay Council is doing to include you. Information has been shared with all Regional Directors. Register now for an exciting 2 days with The Connectional Lay Council! The Evangelistic Retreat information and registration form is available on the Connectional Lay Council website at www.ConnectionalLayCouncil.org.  

Individuals may also register online through Cvent registration Weblink: http://www.cvent.com/d/ntq404
Early Registration is $100.00, if postmarked by September 1, 2018. Late and on-site Registration (after September 1st) is $150.00. Checks are made payable to the Connectional Lay Council. Mail the completed forms and registration to the CLC Office, PO Box 26770, Charlotte, NC 28221. Lodging arrangements are forthcoming.  
CLC FITNESS CHALLENGE
Now that weather is warmer in most places across our Zion…Who’s ready to WALK? Who’s ready to JOG? Who’s ready to RUN in the 2018 Fitness Challenge. If you have not organized your group to walk, jog or run, now is the time to do so. 
Registration is $15.00 per person. Each registrant ($15.00) will receive a pedometer. You may register individually or as a group or organization.
• Which church will register the most participants?
• Which district will have the most participants?
• Which conference will have the most participants?
•  Which episcopal area will have the most participants?  
If you have already started your fitness challenge for 2018, encourage or motivate someone else!  If the weather is still too cold in your area, try some indoor places…the Mall, the Gym, or a Fitness Center. First timers are reminded to check with your physician. Encourage your friends and family members to support your effort with a donation for each mile completed.

You can also sponsor a child, teen or adult.  Your regional director or group leader can select the date and time convenient in your Episcopal area. Plan to have your group meet at a central location to check in and get going! Individual and group registration forms can be found on the CLC website at www.connectionallaycouncil.org. 

Complete your form and mail it along with the $15.00 (per person) registration to the CLC Office. To remain healthy, persons are encouraged to walk more than one time. Daily exercise of some kind reduces inflammation…Let’s Get Moving! Just imagine being able to reduce or eliminate the need for medication and reducing the number of trips to the doctor…Ready to start???  Get your partner or group and Let’s Get Moving!!! 

 HEALTH TIP: Your food can be your medicine or your medicine can be your food-choose wisely!

*****************
TALKING TECHNOLOGY!!! 
The CLC had 6 1-hour wonderful technology webinars with our presenter, Ms. LaKesha Womack. We hope you were able to join in for some of the sessions and we hope you will be able to give us feedback on what you learned and if the information presented was helpful to you. The GOOD NEWS…all 6 webinars will be made available for you to review or use at any of your Lay Academies. Check the CLC website.
[image: 2018 Connectional Lay Council Evangelistic Retreat][image: ]
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We are excited and looking forward to you joining us at the Dorothy Walls Conference and Retreat Center in Black Mountain, NC for the Connectional Lay Council’s 6th Evangelistic Retreat! As you make your travel arrangements, please note the following:
ASHEVILLE REGIONAL AIRPORT is the closest airport to the Dorothy Walls Conference & Retreat Center, Black Mountain. The following airlines are available: Allegiant; American; Delta; Elite; Spirit and United.
The following rental car agencies are available should you desire to rent a car: Avis, Budget, Hertz, Enterprise and National/Alamo.
CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT is approximately a 1 ½ to 2-hour drive from Black Mountain, NC should that be the better option for you. All car rental services are available at Charlotte Douglas International Airport.
*CLC EVANGELISTIC RETREAT SHUTTLE SERVICE*
Transportation will be provided for persons with flights arriving and departing from the Asheville Regional Airport only. To accommodate your travel needs, you are asked to complete the following information by September 30, 2018.  
                       Please submit to your request to Lele Davis, CLC.FVP@gmail.com   
I.ARRIVING FLIGHT:
NAME: _____________________________________________________________________
AIRLINE: ___________________________
FLIGHT #:  _____________                                                    DATE:  ______________                             TIME: ________________
II.DEPARTING FLIGHT:
NAME:  _____________________________________________________________________
AIRLINE: ___________________________
FLIGHT #:    _____________                                                  DATE:  ______________                              TIME:  ________________
*For questions or concerns, contact Lele Davis, 704.562.0402 or send email to CLC.FVP@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
[image: http://connectionallaycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CBellWright.jpg]Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I am very appreciative of your continue membership dues financial support to the Connectional Lay Council Ministry. Connie Bell-Wright
CLC 2nd VP



Congratulations for your fantastic achievement!  It is a pleasure working with great people who know how to make the April 2018 CLC Membership reach a great milestone with 40,511 members. Each Episcopal District has been working hard to increased its membership growth with new card-carrying members since April 2017.  Thank you for your success and keep up the great work! Let’s call this the year to clean up membership roster report, get non-renewal member to renew and get members to become Life Members.
Let’s me share with you the Connectional Lay Council Membership. Plan Goal to reach 50,000 Card Carrying Members. Each Episcopal District is given a challenge goal number 2021.
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[image: See the source image]Please feel free to text me or call me directly at 704-724-2759 or email me at clc2vp.conniebellwright@gmail.com Peace and love to all,
Connie Bell-Wright

[image: ]Have You Started Your CLC Book Club?

The Common Book of Reading is now available, “Empowered to Serve”, authored by our own, the Reverend Dr. Otis T. McMillan, Director of Church Growth and Development. The books are available through the CLC Office and Dr. McMillan’s office at $10.00 each + S&H.  We are encouraging everyone to purchase a copy and start a weekly or monthly book club discussion… a great way to learn and share together!        

CONNECTIONAL LAY COUNCIL 2021 EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
MEMBERSHIP GOALS
 
New/Renew
Memberships
Numbers as of 
2/2018 "Maintain "
2021 Goal
Piedmont
2343
9,157.00
11,500.00
Eastern North Carolina
1,832
9,448.00
11,280.00
Midwest
1,624
2,376.00
4,000.00
North Eastern
928
4,342.00
5,270.00
South Atlantic
904
4,596.00
5,500.00
Mid Atlantic
2,584
2,416.00
5,000.00
Alabama Florida
807
4,343.00
5,150.00
Southwestern Delta
577
1,223.00
1,800.00
Western
141
359.00
500.00
GOALS:
11,740
38,260.00
50,000.00
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GIVE OF YOUR BEST TO THE MASTER
A Discussion of the Subtheme for 2018-2019 “Reviewing Our Practices”
By Joyce Perry Edwards, M.C.E., Ph.D., Chair Connectional Lay Council Education Committee

The title of the hymn, “Give of Your Best to the Master,” the theme song for the Youth Missionary Department of the Women’s Overseas and Home Missionary Society, seems to speak to the essential message of our Connectional Lay Council subtheme for 2018-2019: “Reviewing Our Practices.” It seems to say that we should not do “just any old kind of way” as members of the Kingdom of God. In the way we live, work, and worship—in all our practices—we should do the very best we can. 
The practices we might review include our individual practices—our individual worship and study; our personal management of daily living including our we use our time; and our interactions with family, friends and associates. How entire lives are presentations to God before God’s altar; so we should strive to give our best in every aspect of our lives. 
Of course, our practices in the local church as a corporate body are included in the practices we need to review: 
Someone might ask, “What difference does it make how you do it! Just get it done!” Our theme, “The Freedom Church: Reviewing Our Practices” suggests that we ought to care about how we “get it done.” It suggests that the process is just as important as the outcome. 
In God’s eyes, it might be that the process is more important than the outcome. Throughout the Old Testament, we see God stress that reverencing God was paramount. In the New Testament, we learn that we are held accountable for the condition of our hearts—our faith and trust in God— rather than the outcome of our works. I love the way Paul wrote it to the Romans:  But if you see that the job is too big for you, that it’s something only God can do, and you trust him to do it—you could never do it for yourself no matter how hard and long you worked—well, that trusting-him-to-do-it is what gets you set right with God, by God. Sheer gift. Romans 4:5 MSG

God is not holding us accountable for saving someone’s soul—the ultimate outcome. That’s between God and the person. What we are held accountable for is a process: how we witness to others—both my precept (words and teaching) and example (how we live.) Our job is to trust God and live worthily before him. Then humankind will see our good works and glorify the Father. Again, it is the process that we are held accountable for, not the outcome. William Manning


The quality of the process is the same as the quality of our practices. When we are serious about accomplishing our mission, we will want to use good practices. Perhaps there are five areas on church life where we need to review our practices: in worship, outreach and benevolence, Christian education, evangelism, and fellowship. Examining our practices in these five areas might lead us to the conclusion that we do not always give of our best to the Master. The Bible is replete with methods and strategies that will help us to evaluate the rightness of our practices in these five areas of endeavor. This study provides the focus of the first lay academy of the Connectional Lay Council’s Facilitator’s Guide to be available this summer. 
Our study of this subtheme provides us the opportunity to assure that we don’t get in a rut, or that we don’t stay there if we’re already in one. Someone said, “Don’t fix what ain’t broke.” However, practices do get broken—sometimes because of a change in cultural needs and sometimes we let the good practices that still fit our needs get wobbly and out of shape. The beginning of each Conference year gives us a logical time in a Methodist church to review our practices. Reviewing our practices annually is actually good practice!
*******************
[image: G:\transition meeting pic\William Manning.JPG]Greetings Zion from the Office of Chaplain/ Connectional Lay Council

As I take a moment to commune with God on the troubles of this world and what he would have persons of Christian faith do to address such, I was led to II Timothy, chapter 3 in its entirety. In II Timothy, chapter 3, the Lord speaks of perilous times when men/women become lovers of themselves, doing any and all manner of ungodly acts and despising anyone who would do good. Timothy speaks of persons as” having forms of godliness but deny God’s power. ““These persons are ever learning but never come to the knowledge of God’s truth.” They continually pursue worldly things and possessions that carry them farther away from God but those of the faith that know God’s word and manner in which to follow such instruction from the Lord will suffer as Jesus suffered. 

Persons of Christian faith will” suffer persecution but evil persons shall become worse and will be deceived as well as deceiving. “Timothy encourages us to continue in what we have “learned from the scriptures from childhood until such present time that brings us unto salvation in the faith through Jesus Christ. “

As we look at our world today with daily shootings at schools and terrorist acts abound, one can only come to the knowledge that God is still the answer to our many problems and until he again is lifted up on the cross and resurrected once again in the daily lives of people, we shall continue to suffer from the ills of society. One of God’s commandments is “Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it Holy”.

The person(s) of true Christian faith knows and understands this is a basic part of living in harmony with our risen Lord and Saviour. II Timothy, chapter 4, verse 2-5 tells us “(2) Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. (3) For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after our lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; (4) And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall turn unto fables. (5) But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.” 

The Lord God still remands our shepherd in times like these. Continue to pray ye one for another.
 
Yours in service
William F. Manning, Sr.
Chaplain/Connectional Lay Council

[image: ]
[image: See the source image]

Criminal Justice Fact Sheet By Ms. Queen E. Degraphenreid
Social/Political Action Chairperson

Incarceration Trends in America


· Between 1980 and 2015, the number of people incarcerated in America increased from roughly 500,000 to over 2.2 million.
· Today, the United States makes up about 5% of the world’s population and has 21% of the world’s prisoners.
· 1 in every 37 adults in the United States, or 2.7% of the adult population, is under some form of correctional supervision. 

Racial Disparities in Incarceration
· In 2014, African Americans constituted 2.3 million, or 34%, of the total 6.8 million correctional population.
· African Americans are incarcerated at more than 5 times the rate of whites.
· [image: C:\Users\ccplall\Desktop\Publication1.jpg]The imprisonment rate for African American women is twice that of white women.
· Nationwide, African American children represent 32% of children who are arrested,
42% of children who are detained, and 52% of children whose cases are judicially
waived to criminal court.
· Though African Americans and Hispanics make up approximately 32% of the US
population, they comprised 56% of all incarcerated people in 2015.
· If African Americans and Hispanics were incarcerated at the same rates as whites,
prison and jail populations would decline by almost 40%.

Effects of Incarceration
· A criminal record can reduce the likelihood of a callback or job offer by nearly 50 percent. The negative impact of a criminal record is twice as large for African American applicants.
· Infectious diseases are highly concentrated in corrections facilities: 15% of jail inmates and 22% of prisoners – compared to 5% of the general population – reported ever having tuberculosis, Hepatitis B and C, HIV/AIDS, or other STDs.
· In 2012 alone, the United States spent nearly $81 billion on corrections.
· Spending on prisons and jails has increased at triple the rate of spending on Pre‐K‐12 public education in the last thirty years.
· Nearly half of Black males and almost 40 percent of white males are arrested by the time they are 23 years old.
· As of 2007, more than half of those incarcerated were parents of children under the age of 18.
· The number of Americans with criminal records is about the same as the number of Americans with a 4-year degree.

Ban the Box
· Ban the Box delays consideration of criminal records, but it does not prohibit employers from asking about criminal records later in the employment process..
· More than 25 states and 150 local areas have adopted Ban the Box laws and policies.
· In 9 states, Ban the Box laws apply to private employers.
· Studies on public sector Ban the Box laws and policies have found that Ban the Box increases opportunities for individuals with criminal records.

[image: C:\Users\ccplall\Desktop\Publication1.jpg]WHAT’S A LAITY TO (CAN AND MUST) DO?
· Get the “stats and facts” for your respective state, or AMEZ conference and/or district.
· Take the leadership in organizing and collaborating with key stakeholders, to include 
the criminal justice personnel and former incarcerated person - both men and women.
· Research and develop the many grants and funding opportunities that are available.
· Remember that you are responding to a holistic and multi-facet matter that includes housing, job training and employment externally, and spirit development, self-esteem 
and mental health internally; and family reunification whenever possible. 
· Join the NAACP and Be An Active Voter in All local, state and national elections.

          National NAACP Membership Drive- May 1 thru August 30
                https://donate.naacp.org/page/contribute/adult-membership
                https://donate.naacp.org/page/contribute/membership-youth
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REGIONAL LAY COUNCIL NEWS

PIEDMONT EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Dorothy Gill-Smith Regional Director 
Gloria Joyner Johnson, Reporter
CHARLOTTE, NC - In the early morning hours of April 4, 2018, a caravan of luxury coach buses departed Charlotte, Salisbury and Greensboro for Washington, DC to participate in the A.C.T. NOW rally to end racism.  Members of all ages, lay and clergy from the Blue Ridge, Charlotte, North Charlotte, Statesville, Salisbury and Winston -Salem Districts were traveled to this rally to end racism held on the day commemorating the 50th year since the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Sponsored by the National Council of Churches of which Bishop W. Darin Moore, Presiding Prelate of the Mid Atlantic Episcopal District of the AME Zion Church is the Chairman, Bishop George E. Battle, Jr. Presiding Prelate of the Piedmont Episcopal District and Senior Bishop of the AME Zion Church stated that on such an occasion as this, that the “Freedom Church” must be well represented and encouraged the members of Piedmont to attend.  A.C.T. (Awaken, Confront, Transform) Now is to Awaken ourselves to the fact that racism does exist in American culture.  We are to Confront racism in our communities and Transform the minds and hearts of people to eradicate racism.  The children and adults of the Piedmont truly enjoyed being a part of such a historic event.
Western North Carolina Conference
The Western North Carolina Conference, Mr. Jerry McCombs, President, was hosted by the Salisbury District for a meeting and Lay Academy on March 24, 2018 at Marable AME Zion Church, Rev. Dr. William McKenith, Host Pastor. 
Mr. William Manning, CLC Chaplain led the devotions in which the local president, Mr. Ray Propst read the scripture and Ms. Paula Robinson of Marable prayed the Morning Prayer.  Ms. Deidre Camp of St. Peter’s led the Affirmation for Laity followed by a most gracious welcome by Ms. Angel Plummer. The Marable AME Zion Church was great hosts!  In addition to the choir, the “Divas of Faith” liturgical dancers provided gracious worship experiences.
Regional greetings came from Mrs. Dorothy Gill Smith.  She re-emphasized the membership campaign, the CLC fitness challenge and encouraged the purchase the Common Book of Reading by Dr. Otis McMillan to be discussed on a book review conference call. She then presented the members of the nominating committee.  The election of officer’s results are:  President, Mr. Jerry McCombs; 1st Vice President, Mrs. Lele Davis; 2nd Vice President, Mrs. Connie Bell Wright; Secretary, Mrs. Essie Crawford; Mrs. Marva Bailey, Financial Secretary; Mrs. Doris Griffin, Treasurer and Mr. Gerald Rush, Chaplain. Mrs. Leondras “Lele” Davis, First Vice President of the WNCC Lay Council and the Connectional Lay Council, presented the 

facilitators of the Lay Academy, Mrs. Tonya C. Johnson and Ms. Rachael Highsmith.   “Let’s Talk” was the topic of discussion under the Youth, Young Adult Initiative umbrella.  The panel consisted of youth and young adults from the various district churches expressing their ideas on how the church can make them feel more comfortable, accepted, valued, appreciated and a real part of the church.  Some suggestions included being more acceptable of their dress (appearance), to ask for their participation rather than “tell” them, allow them to lead projects in their different and/or unique manner as well as not to be so stuck on the AME Zion traditions all the time.   Also suggested was more training in a mentorship format, use more technology (webinars, projection screens for scripture, etc.), to talk about subjects relevant to them (i.e. single parenting, divorce) and to be more transparent.  After expressing their thoughts and suggestions, they would like to see some action on some of their recommendations.  A young adult pastor, Rev. Michael Pyant and Presiding Elder J. Wardell Henderson addressed some of these concerns.  Having over twenty young adults participating brought a revived spirit to the WNCC Lay Council looks forward to putting some practices into place to encourage more participation from Zion’s future, the young adults.
The Charlotte District, Mr. Willie L.  Bratcher-President reported a Lay Academy led by Rev. David A. Williams emphasizing partnership between church departments would lead to more successful partnerships with communities/organizations outside the walls of the church.  The Charlotte District preliminary membership report is 1516 members.
The North Charlotte District, Ms. Joyce A. Zimmerman-President reported a Lay Academy was led by Dr. Mary A. Love, the past Department of Church School Literature Editor.  Dr. Love gave a thorough history of local Zionites and AMEZ Churches (Charlotte/Mecklenburg County) who have local through national impact in the community (MLK Statue in Marshall Park, Charlotte, NC and the United States Government (head of President Roosevelt on the front of the dime.)  The preliminary report was for 1638 members.  
The Lincolnton District, Mr. William F. Manning- President, reported on the sorrow for the transition of Presiding Elder George McNeely, the District Kwanza observance, the election of officers and a preliminary membership report of 926 members.
The Statesville District, Mrs. Cheryl Gray, President- reported a Lay Academy on Membership led by Mrs. Connie Bell Wright, 2nd Vice President of the CLC and the WNCC Lay Council.  The annual membership drive resulted in 802 members.
The Winston-Salem District, Mrs. Shirley Allen-President. Although her health is somewhat prohibitive, she reports that the District Lay Council is active on the conference level as well. She reported 1256 members.
The “Sensational” Salisbury District, Dr. Mary Ponds-President, reported the goal to increase the local church member participation and awareness of the Lay Council.  Their fundraiser of the sale of District Lay car stickers was successful. They held a lay academy and their annual Lay Recognition Banquet.  The membership campaign resulted in 951 members, preliminarily.
The attendance banner was presented to the North Charlotte District; Mrs. Joyce Zimmerman is the District President.  
[image: 1NorthCharLayProg IMG_6821]Praises and Glory to God as the Western North Carolina Conference continues to work in the vineyard to bring souls to Christ. 
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The Blue Ridge Conference
ASHVILLE, NC - The Blue Ridge Conference Lay Council convened for its Annual Convocation and Lay academy at the Dorothy Walls Conference and Retreat Center in Black Mountain, NC. The president, Mrs. Beverly Workman led those gathered with the call to order for the Lay Council Scholarship Luncheon.  
Bishop George E. Battle, Jr., presiding Prelate of the Piedmont Episcopal District and Senior Bishop of the AME Zion Church, presented the speaker, Mr. Bruce Stanback of the West Central North Carolina Conference.  Mrs. Lavita Logan and Ms. Compton Tucker made an appeal for the scholarship fund.
Mrs. Malinda Lowrance presided over the Lay Academy.  The theme was “Refocusing on Our Purpose.”
Thanks be to God for blessing the laity and their labors for Zion in the Blue Ridge Conference.
**********************************************

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Raleigh District Lay Council Meeting May 19, 2018
The Raleigh District Lay Council held it’s second meeting on May 19, 2018 at Douglas Chapel AME Zion Church 201 Douglas St, Holly Springs NC. 
[image: ]President Daphine LLoyd-Feldman presided over the meeting.






Eastern Conference Regional Director Hank Dobson, presented a Lay Academy on “Refocusing on Our Purpose.”  Presiding Elder Anthony Davis was the presenter of training for Pastors. “Learning Leading and Leveraging” The Second Vice President Robert Moore presented an update on memberships.
[image: ] International Lay Council President Mary Matthews was asked to give remarks and updates on upcoming events.

The Host Pastor Reverend  Marcus Williams gave remarks. The meeting closed with the Lay Council prayer. 

Submitted by
Daphine LLoyd-Feldman

NORTH EASTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
The Jackson Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church Hosts – The Dr. David A. Aiken, Sr. Honoree Luncheon

Submitted by: Lovell C. Jackson, New York Conference
Communications Committee Chairperson 

[image: ][image: ]On Saturday April 14, 2018 over two hundred people gathered with the New York Conference Lay Council at Jackson Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church in Hempstead, New York to honor a dedicated servant Dr. David A. Aiken, Sr.

[image: ]Mr. Jasper J. McCormick, the Toaster Master opened the program with us rising to the song “Onward Christian Laity as the honoree walked in at the end of the song. The opening hymn “Lift Every Voice and Sing” was sung by all who attended accompanied by Jackson Memorial’s organist. Mrs. Ruth Stevenson, New York Conference Chaplin gave the invocation and blessing of the food.

The occasion was given by Mrs. Marie H. Baxter, Westchester District, President followed a selection by the Jackson Memorial Chorus. The greeting from the Episcopal leadership Bishop and Mrs. Dennis V. Proctor was read by Reverend Isidoa Branch Sr. Westchester District Presiding Elder, and a greeting was given by Reverend A. Alfred Carson, Presiding Elder New York City District. 

There were tributes given by the Mr. James Garner, Local Church and Reverend Keith I. Harris, Presiding Elder, Long Island District. The Warriors of Faith from Durham A.M.E Zion Church presented a Praise Dance.  A tribute was given by Justice Betty J. Williams, a family friend. A tribute was given by two of Dr. David Aiken’s daughters Ms. Anika and Ms. Jonelle Aiken who spoke while we watched a video of the honoree and his family. A selection was done by St. Mary’s A.M.E. Zion Church Children’s Choir.

There were tributes given by Ms. Terneisa Lynn Calhoun, Co-Conference Director, New York Conference Christian Education Department, and Ms. Rhandi M. Stith, President, New York Conference Lay Council. Mr. David Edwards, Durham A.M.E. Zion Church presented a solo praise dance. Mr. Ira Golden, New York Conference Treasurer made the presentation to the honoree.

The Reverend Malcolm Byrd, Pastor of the Jackson Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church, presented the honoree, Dr. David A. Aiken, who expressed his gratefulness for the honor that was given to him and his work with the A.M. E. Zion Church and Lay Council. The Lay Council closing prayer was said by all.

We gathered in the dining hall for the fellowship meal. Ms. Loren Armstrong did a praise dance while we were eating.
THE NORTH EASTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT'S 
ANNUAL REGIONAL LAY COUNCIL MEETING
THE NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE HOSTS  
(New York, Western New York, New England, New Jersey, 
Bahama Islands, and London-Midland Conferences) 
 
"REFOCUSING ON OUR PURPOSE"

[image: ]The New Jersey Conference was proud to be the Host Conference for the North Eastern Episcopal District's Regional Lay Council Meeting held on March 24, 2018. The meeting was held at Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion Church, in Jersey City, NJ, Mrs. Lily Fleming Host Church President, Mrs. Clarice Smith-Jarvis Host District President, Mrs. Dorothea Stevens, Host    Conference President, Mrs. Marie H. Baxter, North Eastern Regional Director, and Reverend Nathaniel Legay, Host Pastor. The Prayer Breakfast/Academy was a huge success with Dr. Mary J. Matthews, The International President of the Connectional Lay Council, and over 119 registrants (Laity and Clergy) in attendance. Marie Baxter, Regional Director (l) 
Clarice Smith-Jarvis, 
Host District President (r)
 



The Prayer Breakfast / Service included hymns, scripture, special prayers, selections, and a full home cooked breakfast provided by the host church. A Meditation was given by Miss Catherine Solomon, the New Jersey Conference Camden District's WH&OMS YAMS Coordinator, and member of Faith Chapel AME Zion Church, Mt. Holly, NJ. This 24-year-old young woman brought a powerful message, coming from 1 Peter 2:9 New King James Version, "Living Out Our Purpose, but God's Way". Dr. Matthews addressed the attendants and did the Rededication of the Regional Lay Council Officers.
[image: ] 
The afternoon session / academy, "Clergy and Laity Working Together" began with two presenters: Yvonne West, Price Memorial AME Zion Church, of the New England Conference, and     Rev. Dr. Douglas L. Maven  (l)
Presiding Elder Jersey City District
Rev. Dr. Lawton Nelson, Jr. (r)
Presiding Elder Camden District
 


                                                                   Reverend David Green, 
                                                                   Mother A.M.E. Zion Church, of the New York Conference. Both presenters focused on the now times and young adults of the church. Such issues like the LGBT movement, or how young adults don't always feel included in church planning or activities were included in their presentations. Both presenters had us on our feet and gave us something to think about. We heard reports from the Conference Presidents in attendance and a monetary gift in the amount of $443.00 was presented to St. Lucy's Homeless Shelter of Jersey City, NJ from the Regional Meeting Outreach Project.
 
[image: ]It was a day full of praise, teaching, giving, and fellowship. From having our International Lay Council President with us, to the hospitality showed, (including valet parking by the host church members), the food, and the fellowship with one another. It was a day that brought us new thoughts, new attitudes, new friends, and another opportunity to “Refocus On Our Purpose”.Doris Hollis, 
Camden District President 
 


 
To God be the glory! 

***********************************************
SOUTH ATLANTIC EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
Columbia-Camden District Lay Council
3300 Ragsdale Drive Columbia, SC 29209
l.jones7680@gmail.com
May 15, 2018
Columbia-Camden District Lay Council News
By Linda P. Jones

[image: ]The Columbia-Camden District Lay Academy was held in conjunction with the Three In One District Meeting on April 21, 2018 at the historic Jones Memorial AME Zion Church in Columbia, South Carolina.  This Meeting combines the Christian Education, Women's Home and Overseas Missionary Society and Laymen's Council, a confirmation that 'working together works. 

The Columbia-Camden District President of the Lay Council, Mrs. Loranda Melton warmly greeted the congregation as she welcomed the many ministers, pastors and laity in attendance.  After an awesomely spirit-filled devotion, Mrs. Melton presented the Presiding Elder of the Columbia-Camden District, Reverend Dr. Alvin McLamb, who then introduced the messenger, Reverend Darin Coleman, Pastor of Charity Community Church of Christ in Cheraw, SC.  A very special treat during the service was the Columbia-Camden District Choir, which is mainly comprised of clergy as they rendered a selection, “You Are My Strength” led by Reverend Sandra Flemming.  

[image: ]

Reverend Coleman chose Philippians 1:12 as the text to 'power-up his message/topic, “The Power of Purpose”.  He eloquently and enthusiastically told the congregation that, “We must begin with God as we look for our purpose in life.”  He said that we must look to God to fully understand why we are here.  Rev. Coleman pointed out that: (1) God's purpose ought to motivate us to advance, (2) God’s purpose gives us power to live in the present, and (3) God's purpose will help us keep our priorities straight. This power-packed message on our theme, “Refocusing on Our Purpose” gave the congregation confirmation that God has saved us for a purpose and that life will not make sense until we find and fulfill our purpose.  Reverend Coleman left an indelible mark on us as he challenged us to praise God on Purpose!


[image: ]

Connectional Lay Council
Georgia Conference Lay Council
           To God Be The Glory | Ephesians 4: 11-12


The churches in the Georgia Conference are really excited and involved with our local focus of membership and ministry. This also encompasses our Quadrennial Theme 2017-2020, The Freedom Church: “Refocusing on our Purpose, Reviewing our Practices, Retooling our People, Reclaiming our Potential.” We are growing and glowing with excitement, and involvement, as each church in the Georgia Conference is involved with ministries of Lay Council. 

Augusta District:
Mt. Zion, Smith Chapel, Green Grove, Jones Chapel, and Pleasant Grove A.M.E Zion Churches are focusing on membership, home, and hospital visitation ministries. 
Praise God!

Conyers – Winder District:
This district is ministry involved. They are 60% membership, prison ministry, nursing home, daycare ministries. Emmanuel, Solid Rock, Spring Hill, Prospect, Mt Zion-Loganville, Bethlehem, Simmons Chapel, Smith Memorial, Pleasant Hill, Bush Chapel, Carters Temple A.M.E Zion Churches.   God is greatly to be praised!

Atlanta District:
This district has had four Lay Academies. The focus is ministries, community outreach to Hispanic families into monthly “giveaway” days, morning Pray-Lines, denominational loyalty outreach, community outreach to veterans, children medical outreach, Maundy Thursday assistance, with pastors of the district to name a few. Many thanks to Thomas Chapel, Pond Spring, Hemp Hill, St. James, Shaw Temple, Faith, New Life, Wood Station, and Hope A.M.E Zion Churches. Mainly thanks to Laity, Local Presidents, Pastors, and Presiding Elders. Together, everyone achieves more. Jesus is on the mainline! 

***********************************************
SOUTHWESTERN DELTA EPISCOPAL DISTRICT

[image: ]
"For I know the plans I have for you', declares the LORD, 'Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." -NIV, Jeremiah 29:11
Stephany Ricks-Fields,
Regional Director



Join us in congratulating Mr. Jason Clark, son of George and Tomika Clark, and member of Payne Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in Little Rock, Arkansas pastored by Rev. Silas E. Redd, Presiding Elder, Michael Carter, Missionary Supervisor Gelenia Frencher and Bishop Michael Frencher.  Jason will graduate from North Little Rock High School in North Little Rock, Arkansas.  Jason has served as Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President and President in the Little Rock / Hot Springs District Youth Council and is very active in the District's Youth activities.  
Jason is an avid volunteer and is a member of the North Little Rock Mayor's Youth Council, Mu Alpha Theta Math Honorary Society, Key Club, and many other organizations.  In February, Jason, along with several students from high schools throughout Central Arkansas, was recognized as an Outstanding African American High School Student in a ceremony held by HBCU Philander Smith College.  
He has received several offers of academic scholarships from several colleges including some he didn't apply to.  After careful consideration, Jason decided he will join his brothers, George and Jordan, at Arkansas Tech University in Russellville, Arkansas in the fall where he has been awarded an Academic Scholarship, a Rotary Club scholarship, a North Little Rock Youth Council scholarship in honor of his commitment to Community Service, a band fellowship and a Foundation scholarship.  The combination of the scholarships will cover his tuition in full. 
Jason, a lifelong member of Payne Chapel, was baptized in 2017.  He says "He knew it was time".  He is grateful for the many blessings Our Heavenly Father has bestowed upon him and grateful for the love, wisdom and guidance his Payne Chapel AME Zion Church family has shown him throughout the years.  He looks forward to receiving his engraved Bible from the church in May, a gift the church gives each graduating senior, and taking it with him to college and he looks forward to a bright future filled with God’s Favor.     

                        
***********************************************
WESTERN EPISCOPAL DISTRICT
Rynette L. Nixon, Regional Director
Bishop Staccato Powell, Presiding Prelate
Submitted by: Ms. Angela DeShields, California Conference President

[image: ]The Body, in the West, is connected to the General Church fulfilling the mandate to win Souls for Christ.
During Presidents weekend, February 18-19, 2018, the California Conference Lay Officers held their first Annual Leadership Retreat in Fairfield California.Rynette Nixon,
 Regional Director


Officers in attendance: Sis. Angela DeShields- President; Sis. Betty McCormick 1st Vice President; Sis Desiree Whitaker – 2nd Vice President; Sis. Pat Hunter – Secretary; Sis Rynette Nixon Treasurer (also Regional Director) and Sis. Wanda Lax - Chaplain
In today’s society, our efforts or lack thereof, do not go unnoticed.  We have a responsibility as servants (per our Book of Discipline), to follow the said directive: The General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church directs that there shall be a lay council for the purpose of deepening the spiritual life of the Laity, to disseminate information, to cultivate denominational loyalty, to expand the denomination through education and evangelism, and to promote any other interest of the Kingdom of God.
The California Conference Officers post retreat comments: Very informative, thought- provoking, enjoyed the fellowship, food and fun. To God be the Glory!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, follow along as we share the Agenda of our weekend with you.  Take what you will to use to edify within the body.
California Conference Lay Officers -  Leadership Retreat
   February 18 -19, 2018
Agenda
7p.m. 
Greetings – President
To you I bring Greetings in the name of Our Savior Jesus the Christ.

I am so excited about the coming together of the Conference Officers to collaborate, growing in knowledge.  If we have no Stewardship towards the gift of this Temple God has loaned us, our living truly is in vain.  Let us come together and take part in God’s True plan for our lives, to be a participant in the work of our Lord and Our Savior’s plan of Salvation.  This will include the work of Reconciling, Redemption, Sustaining and Saving Souls through the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church.

1 Peter 4:10 states: “As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace”
Christian stewardship is a call to all of the faithful to share willingly and cheerfully the gifts that God has bestowed upon them including sharing these gifts for god’s work in God’s Church.

A lifestyle characterized by love and worldly detachment and is centered in Christ.
May we open our minds and hearts, become vertical with our Creator as we come together this weekend to share and grow together!   

Prayer – Chaplain  
Scripture - Together
· “In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths”  Proverbs 3:6

Reflections of the Board of Bishops and International Ministers & Lay Association
Each Participant that attended

Discussion Session:
Becoming a highly Effective, Confident leader who Inspires others:
We are living in tough times, facing tough challenges every day. Our Lives must beam a reflection of light for those who are lost. Despite our own personal challenges, others must be able to see a better way.
We must learn to take care of ourselves or we will have nothing to show others.
Are you achieving your full Leadership Potential?
(Beside each statement, circle True, False or Sometimes – Give yourself 2 points for each True, 1 for Sometimes and 0 for False.)
1) I have little or no trouble holding my own in meetings   T  F  S
2) Rarely have I had members misunderstand my instructions   
T  F  S
3) I am confident that my peers see me as a credible, effective leader  T  F  S
4) I frequently delegate tasks to members and comfortable doing so  T  F  S
5) Overall, I would say my stress level is low to moderate   T  F  S
6) When I give feedback, it produces an improvement in a members behavior   T  F  S

Interpretation
A score of 10 – 12: you have plenty of confidence in your leadership abilities
7 – 9: You’ve obviously mastered some basic leadership techniques.
[image: ]
6 and under: You’ve not yet gained the essential skills you need to feel comfortable in a leadership role.

Discussion
Open Discussion:  Topics
*As a women in a Leadership role, What is your power profile?  Can you be a buddy to everyone??  Why or why not?
*The power of sincere praise to motivate, are you able to delegate?
*Constructive Criticism – When and how to confront members.  Share tips
*Assertive Communication: How to be direct in an honest, respectful manner, how to not feel guilty when saying no.
*Effectively handling Confrontation, Conflict and other uncomfortable Situations.  How to disagree firmly but tactfully, without backing down
*Dealing with Diversity (Age, gender and race) Building Credibility- Expanding your connections through the power of networking: How to make it work.
 * Developing your personal Action Plan.  (via words on paper like a vision board)
Day 2 8:30 – 11:30a.m.  
Workshop
Building Strength through and with our A.M.E. Zion Tools
                           Lay Council Closing Prayer
Oh God, our Father, pour out your steadfast love upon us and keep us in your care, now and forever more.  Amen

We are on Family.  Remember, we must…
“Stand Up, Keep the Faith, Stay Connected and Serve!
      Lay Council Event Dates

All 2018 Eastern North Carolina
Regional Lay Academy will be hosted by York Memorial AMEZ Church Greenville, North Carolina 
From 9:00 AM to Noon
On the following Dates:
March 24, 2018
August 25, 2018
December 1, 2018

Connectional Council Meeting
July 18 – 23, 2018
Sheraton Birmingham, Alabama 

Christian Education Convention
July 21 – 26, 2018 
Sheraton Birmingham Hotel/ Birmingham
Civic Center Brimingham, 

Christian Education Convention
July 21 – 26, 2018
Sheraton Birmingham Hotel/ Birmingham
Civic Center Birmingham, AlabamaThe Connectional Lay Council Executive Board Meeting is Scheduled for July 20, 2018 
5:00 P.M. 

In reserving your room: 
Ask For the
Connectional Council A.M.E. Zion Church Meeting 
Room Block Rate:
$110.00 in US DOLLARS per night;
Plus 17.50 % Tax Per Room/Per Night

[image: ]



 














The Connection Newsletter Information
The main thrust of “The Connection” newsletter remains to help publicize and promote the Lay Council programs throughout the denomination. Many informative and exciting events are taking place and we want to share them with all of Zion. 

The Connection would like to receive articles from you about what the local Church, Presiding Elder District, Annual Conference or Episcopal District Lay Councils are doing or plan to do.  The newsletter is published during the month of March, June, September and December. Email all articles to clcoffice@amezhqtr.org.

Deadlines for submitting articles are:
February 15th 
May 15th  
August 15th 
November 15th 

If you are sending photos please make sure you identify the key persons (district, conference, regional officers, presiding elders, pastor etc.) in the photos.

“Come with us to Christ!”
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Connectional Lay Council
THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH

2018 Evangelistic Retreat
cm- \ Theme: “Equipped and Empowered to Serve”

ey October 5 — 6, 2018
Dorothy Walls Conference and Retreat Center

Black Mountain, North Carolina

Dr. Mary J. Matthews, International President
Bishop Michael A. Frencher, Sr., Board of Lay Activities Chairman

Title/Name
Address

City Zip Code
Phone Contact: Home () Mobile ()

Email

Age Group: [] 13-21 [ 2240 [ 4149 [ 50andover First Time Attendee []YES []NO
Episcopal District Conference

Presiding Elder District Local Church

In Case of Emergency (ICE) Contact:

Name Relationship
Telephone: Home () Mobile ()

For Additional Information Contact Lele Davis, Retreat Chair: CLC.FVP@gmail.com

A confirmation will be provided for persons providing email addresses. Questions, call (704) 599-4630 Ext 2566

Early Registration [] $100.00 by September 1, 2018 [] $150.00 Late/On-site Registration
(Late Registrations are mailings postmarked after September 1, 2018)

Registration includes:
Lay Academies Materials, Welcome Reception, Freedom Breakfast, Leadership Empowerment Luncheon

LODGING: Ridgecrest Conference Center will accept call in reservations at 800-588-7222

Submit completed Registration Form and Checks payable to:
Connectional Lay Council | Post Office Box 26770 | Charlotte, NC 28221-6770
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AME Zion Church Connectional Lay Council Evangelistic Retreat - OCTOBER 5 - 6, 2018
Ridgecrest Lodging Facility Room Accommodation Form

(Ridgecrest will accept call in reservations at 800-588-7222)

Phone #

Address city

state

zp Country

ARRIVAL DATE (Checkinat4pm) DEPARTURE DATE (Check out at 10am)

'RIDGECREST HAS A 2 NIGHT MINIMUM STAY - FRIDAY - SUNDAY (if you plan to arrive on Thursday, please note thi

"Arrival Date")

Deposit - 1 night's room accommadation. 2 Required Breakfasts must be paid for at check in (or if you are registered with CLC Retreat,

your breakast at Ridgecrest will be complimentary on Saturday and Sunday morning)

‘Guest Room Accommodations: (Checkin at 4pm / Check-out at 10am)
elect which room type to reserve:

Mountain Laurel 2 Queens

$129.00 per night Single or Double Occupancy

$139.00 per night (3 people in room) - Triple

'$149.00 per night (4 people in room) - Quad

pritchell Single/Double Room
$79.00 per night Single or Double Occupancy
$89.00 per night Triple

Pritchell 1 Queen Room
$79.00 per night single or Double Occupancy

Pritchell 2 Queen Beds
$79.00 per night single or Double Occupancy
$89.00 per night Triple.
$99.00 per night Quad

Photo:

Photo:

Photo:

Photo:

Similar to photo above

Similar to photo above
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Visit the Official Connectional Lay
Council Website for the latest news &

updates:
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